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Overview of the Beer Market in Italy

✓ Beer Market and Consumption Trends in Italy

✓ Introduction to Independent Craft Beer (Indipendente 
Artigianale)

✓ Craft Beer Market and Consumption Trends

✓ Challenges in the Craft  Beer Market

✓ Conclusion and Future Perspective



Beer Market and Consumption Trends in Italy

13,3 MIO Hl in 2012

Dati Report Assobirra 2022



Beer Market and consumption trends in Italy
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Consumption per 
capita/y

In 2011 29,8 l/per 

capita/y

Dati Report Assobirra 2022



Over 47% of 
sales in 

May-August

Dati Report Assobirra 2022



Breweries and Employees

Employees

Breweries

Dati: Report ObiArt-Ub 2022



Breweries in Italy 2019-2022

N.of Breweries

New openings

Closures

Dati: Report ObiArt-Ub 2022



Introduction to Independent Craft Beer -
Birra Indipendente Artigianale

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1FjRvUOsygI


Definition of Craft Beer in Italy (Birra Artigianale)

Craft beer is defined as the beer produced by small independent breweries and 
not subjected, during the phase of production, to pasteurization 
and microfiltration processes.

At purposes of this paragraph it is intended by small brewery independent 
brewery that is legally and economically independent of any other brewery, that 
uses systems physically distinct from those of any other brewery, which does 
not
operates under license and whose annual production does 
not exceed 200,000 hectoliters, including in this quantity the quantity of beer 
produced for
account of third parties (Dir UE 92/83).

(LAW 28 July 2016, n. 154 (in Official Gazette 10/08/2016, n.186)



Introduction to Independent Craft Beer -
Birra Indipendente Artigianale

Microbreweries 
= 82%/total

Employees 
= 19%/total

Dati: Report ObiArt-Ub 2022

Breweries and employees



Agricultural breweries 
(breweries producing at least 51% of raw materials)

2015-2022

+267%

Dati: Report ObiArt-Ub 2022



What styles do independent breweries in Italy produce?

Avg 
15 labels/brewery



Packaging

BrewPubs and 
Tap Room



HoReCa

Large Scale Retail Distribution

Sales Channels

Dati: Report ObiArt-Ub 2022



Challenges in the Craft  Beer Market and 

Future Perspective

1. Improve presence in stores

1. Elevating consumer beer 
culture

1. Increase beer tourism 
opportunities

1. Invest more in 
communication
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Thank you for your attention...

Salute!
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